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Bangalore: The ‘main roads’ of  De-
vapala, Arudi and Singenahalli vil-
lages, bordering Gowribidanur taluk,
Bangalore Rural district, are virtu-
ally nonexistent.  It’s tough even for
a bullock cart to navigate these roads.
The value of  dry agricultural land
adjacent to the main road was Rs 
50,000 per acre till February 29. But
from March 1, it has become Rs 15
lakh per acre.
     In Sasalu hobli, one of  the most
backward in Bangalore Rural dis-
trict, people live in mud houses. Here,
land value -- Rs 25,000 per acre (agri-
cultural land) until recently -- is now
Rs 10 lakh per acre. in Adakavala vil-
lage, people bought residental sites
for Rs 14/sqft. Now, it’s been hiked
to Rs 90/sqft.
     This steep increase in land value is
not the machination of  realtors, but a
negative land price hike effected by the
stamps and registration department.
The department’s guidance value re-
vision in Bangalore Rural district has 
resulted in an abnormal increase in 
prices -- in some places, the revision 
is as high as 3,000-3,200%. The revision
has been conducted on the premise 
that once Bengaluru International Air-
port becomes functional, the land 
prices in the surrounding villages will
shoot up. Also, the guidance value can-
not be revised in the next two years af-
ter the current recalibration.
     The revised rates came into effect
on March 1, 2008. the previous revi-
sion was conducted in November 2006.
     C Venkata Narayanappa, a resi-
dent  of  Muthugadakatteplya  of  
Doddaballapur taluk, said: “In most
backward areas where people have to 
walk a few kilometres to board a bus,
the government, instead of  provid-
ing facilities, has hiked land prices.
In fact, the abnormal revision has
been done where land transactions 
are poor.  These are ag r icultural  
lands which lack irrigation facilities.
Where wil l  you get the buyers if

prices have been increased without
any justification?”
     Take, for instance, the guidance
value in Kadathipura, Gundlahalli,
Halekote, Sakkaregollahalli and 
Bheemarahuthanahalli, which are 60
km form Davanahalli. They do not
have basic facilities, including local
bus services. The value of  dry agri-
cultural land used to be Rs 75,000 to
Rs 1 lakh per acre. The recent revi-
sion has rocketed the price to Rs 20
lakh per acre. On the contrary, vil-
lages of  Thubagere Hobli, bordering
Devanahalli and along the national

highway route, land value is half  of  
-- Rs 10 lakh per acre -- of  what it is
in undeveloped villages.
     The villages, where the land prices
have increased, still hope the govern-
ment will provide for roads, drinking
water and drainage. In Sasalu hobli,
most of  the land is barren and don’t
have irrigation facilities, and prices 
are still low. Villages like Kallukunte,
Bhaktharahalli, Bypanahalli, Garuda-
gallu, which are about 90 km from Ban-
galore, do not have a single industry
or commercial activity. 
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